Modern Middle East – Ethnicity

Questions: 

1. Locate the following ethnic regions on the attached maps:

a. Sunni Arabs

e.   Persian

b. Shi’a Arabs

f.   Turkish

c. Kurds


g.   Pashtun

d. Baluch 

h.   Punjab

2. Combine the data from the various maps into ONE map of ethnicities in the Middle East.  If you do not have data for the ethnicity of a certain country, do not color in that country.  You may wish add other ethnicities that you have learned about in this unit (i.e. Jewish).

a. Sunni Arabs

e.   Persian

b. Shi’a Arabs

f.   Turkish


c. Kurds




d. Baluch 


3. List ethnic groups that are spread over 2 or more bordering countries.

4. List countries that are divided into 2 major ethnicities, 3 major ethnicities, and 4 or more major ethnicities.

5. Hypothesize the impact of having an ethnic group being split between 2+ countries.  (You may wish to think of the Jewish community prior to Israel as an example)

6. Hypothesize the impact of having many ethnic groups share one country.  (You may wish to use America as an example of a multiethnic country)

7. Defend a possible solution to the ethnic conflicts in the Middle East.  Consider the history of the conflicts, disputes over resources, etc. when proposing your solution.

(draw a series of borders that would provide a possible solution to the ethnic conflicts in the Middle East…. Try and do better than the British…)
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In Iran, the dominant ethnicity is Persian, which accounts for most land control and 51% of the population.  The small Arab minority, which constitutes 3% of the population, is centered mainly on the rich oil fields in Khuzestan.  Over the last 100 years, the Arabs in Khuzestan have claimed that the Persian dominated government has been discriminating against them.  A primary complaint among the Arabs is that the Iranian government is not providing an equal share of oil revenues to Khuzestan.  Further, the government has attempted to settle non-Arabs in Khuzestan in order to dilute the Arabic culture in the region.  Friction over what is perceived as attempts at removing Arab influence in the region was brought to a head in 2005.  In March of that year, a letter written by the Iranian vice president and advocating the expulsion of Arabs from Khuzestan was circulated.  Riots and bombings, as well as the growth of several Arab separatist groups, ensued.  Violence continues in Khuzestan.

Text adapted from: Gregory Noll, “Khuzestan: Oil, Ethnicity, and Conflict in Iran,” The Inventory of Conflict and Environment (2006) <http://www.american.edu/ted/ice/khuzestan.htm>
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Iraq – Ethnoreligious Groups
Directly after World War I, England and France broke up the Ottoman Empire into several new countries, of which the Kingdom of Iraq was one.  The modern country of Iraq was created when England combined the Ottoman provinces of Basra and Baghdad, known then as Southern Mesopotamia, with the northern province of Mosul (a Kurdish region with oil reserves).  Conflicts have grown out of the ethnic diversity in Iraq that resulted.  In particular, it was a stated goal of Saddam Hussein’s government to dilute the Kurdish population in order to “Arabize” the oil rich region of Kurdistan.  He implemented two policies to reach this goal.  One, the government relocated nearly 1 million Kurds to southern areas of Iraq.  Two, Saddam Hussein ordered the bombing of Kurdish towns with chemical weapons in 1987.  In response to this discriminatory policy, Kurds have created separatist groups and political parties to gain a homeland.

Text adapted from: Raul Burgos, “Kurdistan: Ethnic Conflict and Oil in Iraq,” The Inventory of Conflict and Environment (2006) < http://www.american.edu/ted/ice/kirkuk.htm> 

Pakistan – Ethnic Groups
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In 1947, England created the modern day countries of India and Pakistan as they renounced colonial control of the region.  The boundaries of these modern countries were drawn largely as a result of religion – Pakistan was a Muslim region and India was a Hindu region.  However, other ethnoreligious groups were added into what became Pakistan, namely the Balochs and the Punjabs.  The result of this addition has been ethnic conflict.  The Balochs were a historically independent people that lived in a nomadic, tribal fashion.  As nomads, they traveled from place to place with herds.  This lifestyle, however, was threatened by the creation of international borders across their nomadic range (the area over which they had historically moved).  Further, the Pakistani government faced a problem in trying to organize relations with the various independent Baloch tribes.  The solution, as the government saw it, was to revoke the authority of local chiefs all together.  Balochs, for their part, feel as though they are being passed over in their share of natural gas revenues and economic development.  These tensions boiled over in a war for Baloch independence in the 1970s and continue to cause demonstrations and bombings.       

Text adapted from: Jere Van Dyk, “Baluchistan, Pakistan” The Carnegie Council (2006) <http://www.cceia.org/resources/articles_papers_reports/Pakistan_Morocco_Afghanistan_Diary/0005.html>.
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Turkey – Ethnic Groups
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The Kurdish population of Turkey faces a similar situation when compared to the Kurdish populations in Iran and Iraq.  Kurds in Turkey have been waging a 15 year war to gain independence from Turkey.  The Turkish government responded to the Kurdish rebellion by occupying the southeastern part of Turkey with 300,000 troops at the cost of $8 billion each year.  The result has been nearly 35,000 deaths and 2 million refugees being pushed out of the Kurdish area.  Beyond engaging in war, the Kurds have organized political parties and separatist organizations to achieve their goal of creating an independent Kurdistan.

Text adapted from: “Kurds in Turkey,” The Federation of American Scientists (2005) <http://www.fas.org/asmp/profiles/turkey_background_kurds.htm> 

Middle East – Ethnic Groups



Ethnic Groups

Kurd:



Baloch:


Turkish:



Persian:


Sunni Arab:


Shi’a Arab:
Pakistan - Ethnic Groups





        Pink:          Baloch


        Brown:       Punjabi


Green:        Pushtun


        Yellow:      Sindhi
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