Impacts of the Enlightenment – the American Revolution
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America.  (abridged and modified)
          When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation. 

          We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.  Further, in order to secure these Rights, Governments are created among Men.  These governments get their Powers from the Consent of the Governed.  Whenever a Government becomes destructive to safety of the life, liberty, and happiness of the people, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish the Government.  Then they should make a new Government, built on the Foundation of the Principles that they think most affect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence and reason, indeed, would say that Governments that have existed for long periods should not be changed for light and fleeting Causes.  Accordingly, history has shown that Mankind is likely to suffer as long as the Evils are not too bad, than to fix the situation by abolishing the Government they are accustomed to. But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, all aimed at the same goal of putting Mankind under absolute Despotism, it is the Right of Mankind to eliminate such a Government.  They must then provide new Guards for their future Security and Safety. The Colonies have experienced these offenses patiently for too long.  It is now necessary for the Colonies to alter or abolish their former Systems of Government. The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated Injuries and Usurpations, all having in direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let the Colonies submit these Facts to the World: 

          HE has refused his Agree to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public Good. 

          HE has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing Importance for our people… 

          HE has refused to pass other Laws for the benefit of large numbers of People, unless they give up the Right of Representation in the Legislature... 

          HE has called together Legislative Bodies in weird, uncomfortable, and distant places, far from the our usual town halls or legislative houses.  He does this just to fatigue us into Complying with his Measures. 

          HE has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for voicing their opinions about his actions…

          HE has obstructed Justice by refusing his Agree to Laws for establishing separate courts in the colonies. 

          HE has forced Judges to rule the way he wants by threatening to hold back their Salaries. 

          HE has sent hither Swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat their Food. 

          HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies without the consent of our Legislature.   

          HE agreed to horendous laws that allowed: 

          FOR quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us: 

          FOR using phony trials to protect any of his troops that Murder the Inhabitants of these States: 

          FOR imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

          FOR depriving us of the Benefits of Trial by Jury: 

          FOR taking away our Charters and abolishing our most valuable Laws…

          HE has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 

          HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burned our Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People. 

          HE is, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to [complete] the Works of Death, Desolation, and Tyranny, that he has already begun with his own Cruelty... 

          HE has forced our fellow Citizens taken Captive from our ships to bear Arms against their own Country 

          HE has excited the merciless Indian Savages into killing our people of all ages and genders. 

          IN every stage of these Oppressions we have written Petitions to the King in the most humble Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury. Any Prince that acts like this may be defined a Tyrant and is unfit to be the Ruler of a free People…

          WE, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World, do solemnly Declare, that these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is totally dissolved; and that as FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration,, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.


[Signed 4 July 1776]

1. Locate your organizer of Enlightened thinkers and their most famous quotes/ideas.  Find examples of these quotes or thoughts about natural rights in the Declaration of Independence. 

2. Locate your notes about habeas corpus, the English Bill of Rights, and the Petition of Right.  Find in the list of complaints examples of where Thomas Jefferson was referring directly to the rights protected by these documents.  List 2 or 3 examples.

3. Pick any six complaints from the list that Jefferson provides.  Split these complaints into two categories: “natural rights” or rights from English documents.  (you might just want to put a NR or an ED next to each complaint, or you may want to create a graphic organizer)

4. Consider the following quote: “Governments that have existed for long periods should not be changed for light and fleeting Causes … But when a long Train of Abuses…[places the people] under absolute Despotism, it is their Right…to throw off such Government.”  Paraphrase or interpret this quote.  Based on your interpretation, and the rest of this document, do you think Thomas Jefferson wanted the colonies to become independent and possibly fight a war?

5. Jefferson, and the rest of the signers of the Declaration, felt that “It is now necessary for the Colonies to alter or abolish their former Systems of Government.”  What was the former government?

6. Draw connections between the American and Dutch Declarations of Independence.  What are the similarities and what are the differences between these two documents?  

