Enlightenment Thinkers - Hobbes

Thomas Hobbes was a political theorist from England.  He wrote most of his works during the English Civil War and shortly thereafter, a time filled with many wars and much instability.  

Selections from Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan (1651).

Human Equality: 

Nature has made men so equal, in the abilities of the body and mind; so that even though there might be one man that is clearly stronger in body, or one that is clearly of a quicker mind than another, that when everything is added up, the differences between one man and another, is so small it is hard to measure…

This equality conflicts with the  nature of men, though.  This is so because men will admit that many others are more witty, or more eloquent, or more learned; yet they will never believe that there are others as wise as themselves…

The State of Nature:

From this equality of ability in mind and body arises the hope of reaching all of our goals. And therefore if any two men desire the same thing, which they cannot both enjoy, they become enemies…

Hereby it is clear that when men live without some power bigger than them to keep them all in line, they will descend into a state of war; and the war is basically every man against everyone else. 
In such condition as war there is never time to invest in industry or innovation, because the investment into it is so uncertain.  Therefore, no culture is improved; no navigation, nor use of the goods that can be imported; no great buildings; no instruments of moving and removing large objects that require much force; no knowledge of the face of the earth; no account of time; no arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.
Questions:
1) List two conflicts that happen because of equality.  Can you think of a time when you wanted the same thing as someone else and you battled for it?
2) Restate or paraphrase the underlined quote.  Restate or paraphrase the italicized quote.
3) Make a list of things that would not be possible without a strong leader.
4) Think about when Hobbes was writing.  How might the times affect his views?

Enlightenment Thinkers - Locke

John Locke was a political theorist from England.  He wrote most of his works during and shortly after the Glorious Revolution in England.  He was close to William and Mary, and enjoyed a preferred spot in their court, as well as all of the rights that were created by the English Bill of Rights.

Selections from John Locke, Of Civil Government (1690)

The State of Nature:

To understand political power, and figure out where it comes from, we must consider what state all men are naturally in, and that is a state of perfect freedom to go about their business.  They can use their possessions however they want without asking for permission of another man.

The state of Nature has a law of Nature to govern it, which every one must follow.  Reason is that law, and it teaches that since everyone is equal and independent, no one ought to harm another man’s life, health, liberty or possessions.  This is even more clear since all men are the workmanship of one omnipotent and infinitely wise Maker; all the servants of one sovereign Master, sent into the world by His order and about His business

Reason:

The state of nature is men living together according to reason.  They are without a common superior on earth and have authority to judge between themselves.
God, who hath given the world to men in common, hath also given them reason to make use of it for life and convenience.  The earth, and all that is therein, is given to men for their support and comfort.

No thing was made by God for man to spoil or destroy.  And thus, considering the plenty of natural supplies that has been around for so long, and so few people to spend these supplies, there is little room for quarrels or contentions about property.

Questions:
1) According to Locke, if we just put a group of people on a desert island (state of Nature), who must men get permission from to use their property? 
2) Paraphrase or restate the underlined text.  Paraphrase or restate the italicized text.
3) According to Locke, how should men judge and be judged for their actions?  How does this differ with the views of Loius XIII of or Philip II or James I on judging and leading men?
4) Consider the events that Hobbes witnessed in his life.  How might the times impact his views?
Enlightenment Thinkers - Montesquieu

Baron de Montesquieu was a French political philosopher.  He was one of the original “Philosophes,” which were a group of French thinkers who revolutionized ideas of government and society.  He wrote during the early to mid 1700s. 

Selections from Baron de Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws (1749)

Laws are the necessary things arising from the nature of life. In this sense all beings have their laws: God His laws, the Earth its laws, the beasts their laws, man his laws.
Since we observe that the world, though formed by the motion of matter, continues to exist over huge amounts of time, its motions must certainly be driven by scientific laws… Law, in general, is human reason, in the sense that it governs all the inhabitants of the earth. The political and civil laws of each nation should always be the product of reason.
The laws should be made to fit the climate of each country, the quality of its soil, its situation, and the main jobs of the natives, whether husbandmen, huntsmen, or shepherds.  The laws should also relate to the freedoms and rights granted by the constitution; to the religion of the inhabitants, to their inclinations, riches, numbers, commerce, manners, and customs…
Political freedom is found only in moderate governments; and even in these it is not always found.  It is there only when there is no abuse of power: but constant experience shows us that every man invested with power is apt to abuse it… To prevent this abuse, it is necessary that one branch of power should be a check to another branch of power.
We can see this problem when the ability to make (legislate) and enforce (execute) laws is united in the same person, or in the same body of leaders.  In this system there can be no freedom for men.
Questions:
1) Main points: summarize or paraphrase the italicized and underlined text.  
2) Montesquieu must have studied the English form of government to come up with the idea that “one branch of power should be a check to another branch of power.”  Prove this with details from last unit.
3) Montesquieu also must have studied French and Spanish government to come up with the statement that “every man invested with power is apt to abuse it.”  Prove this with details from last unit.
Enlightenment Thinkers - Rousseau

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a French political philosopher.  He was a second generation “Philosophe,” which was a group of French thinkers who revolutionized ideas of government and society.  He wrote during the mid to late 1700s.

Selections from Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (1762)

Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains. When one person thinks he is the master of others, he is actually more so a slave to his own false ideas.

The right to have social order and stability between people is the most sacred right of man.  Men have no other way of preserving themselves and the social order than by forming a government strong enough to overcome the resistance or men to do work and to make men work together once they are motivated.

This government can arise only when several people come together into a society.  But, a problem is created by this situation.  Each man wants his freedom to protect himself the best.  So, how can he pledge his work and support to the government without giving up some of his own freedom and neglecting his own desires? This difficulty, in its bearing on my present subject, may be stated in the following terms:

The idea of the Social Contract provides the solution.  To sum up the main point, when each man gives up some rights to the group, he actually does not give up anything.  This is because each man gives up the same thing since they are all a part of the same relationship. Therefore, if anyone does not agree to overall feelings or ideas of the group, only then will society force him to follow the rules just like the rest of the people.  Therefore, the Social Contract is an agreement that everyone in society makes that says everyone can keep all of their freedoms unless it goes against the greater good or the majority opinion of the rest of society.
Questions:
1) Main points: summarize or paraphrase the italicized and underlined text.  
2) If no one actually signs the Social Contract to saying they will give up some rights if it will help the majority of the people, why would Rousseau call it a contract?

3) It may seem confusing that “when each man gives up some rights to the group, he actually does not give up anything.”  However, think about this: if there were no laws or government, then people would be free to murder, rob, and attack other people.  So, by giving up the freedom to do these things, men actually gain the right to ____________________. (fill in the blank)
Enlightenment Thinkers – Frederick the Great

Frederick II (1740-1786) was a powerful leader in Prussia during a mini Golden Age.  He invited Philosophes, particularly Voltaire, to live at his court and instruct him in the most fashionable ideas and eventually lived in his court.  Frederick translated many of Voltaire’s ideas into actual policy.

Selections from Frederick the Great of Prussia, Forms of Government (1782)

On the Despot and Royal Family:

Absolute monarchy can be the best or the worst type of government, all depending on how the king runs his government and uses his power.  Monarchy is best when the King makes a deep study of the local situation of the country that he leads.  He should, then, have a perfect knowledge of the spirit of the people in his domain.
The worst monarchies are caused by the very character of the king or queen.  Therefore, princes and kings should never be thought to be above the laws that everyone else must follow.  They are not free from punishment if they act like drunkards or braggarts.  Government is not entrusted to them so that they may be surrounded by a crowd of useless people.  
On the Poor Serfs:

The king should frequently try to think about the condition of the poor, to imagine himself in the place of the peasant or the manufacturer, and then to say “If I was born in this lower class of citizens whose work actually makes the country wealthy, what help would I need from the king?”  When the king comes up with a good answer to this question, then he must have the good sense to put it into practice.

Slavery and serfdom, of all conditions, is the most unhappy.  It is the biggest cause for revolts. [However], if I were to suddenly desire to abolish serfdom I would have to completely get rid of the feudal way of managing estates since these estates depend on serfs.  I would have to compensate the nobility for the loss in rent that the serfs used to pay each year.  This would be so expensive that it would do more harm than good to our kingdom.
On Church and Religion:

There are few countries in which the people are all of one religious opinion.  Further, if we study history and the beginning of society, it becomes clear that the ruler has no right to interfere in the religious beliefs of the subject.  As soon as the king realizes this, the people are all at peace; whereas religious persecution has given birth to the most bloody civil wars.
Questions:

1) Main points: summarize or paraphrase the italicized and underlined text.  
2) Frederick says that there are two major causes  of rebellion or civil war in his kingdom: serfdom and religious intolerance.  Why, then, did he only agree to give his people religious tolerance.    
3) Frederick must have studied history to make the argument that “religious persecution has given birth to the most bloody civil wars.”  Provide some examples of religious civil wars from last unit.
Enlightenment Thinkers - Voltaire

Voltaire was an early French Enlightenment philosopher.  He emerged very quickly during the Englightenment as a voice against arbitrary absolute power, whether religious or political.  He wrote in great abundance (20,000+ letters, 2000+ books and pamphlets) during the early to late 1700s.  Beyond being a great writer, Voltaire is famous for traveling across Europe to find examples of model governments and societies.  The letters that follow are just two examples of his writings as he traveled across England.  
Voltaire, Letters on the English (1733),  found in The Harvard Classics, Pp. 1909-14.

Letter V. On the Church of England
ENGLAND is a country of many different religious sects.  Multæ sunt mansiones in domo patris mei (in my Father’s house are many mansions). An Englishman, as one to whom freedom is natural, may go to heaven his own way by following whatever religion he wants.
Nevertheless, even though every one is permitted to serve God in whatever way he thinks proper, there is still one accepted religion.  If a man wants to become rich or politically powerful, he must join the Church of England, also known as the Episcopalian or Anglican Church.

Letter VI. On the Presbyterians
 Though the Episcopal and Presbyterian groups of Protestantism are the two dominant ones in Great Britain, all others are very welcome to come and settle in it, and live very sociably together, though most of their preachers hate one another almost as cordially as different groups of Catholic friars damn each other.
  Take a view of the Royal Stock Exchange in London, a place that is held in higher regard than many courts of justice.  It is here that the representatives of all nations meet to trade stocks and invest for the good of mankind. At the Royal Stock Exchange the Jew, the Muslim, and the Christian conduct business together, as though they all followed the same religion.  The only person whom they view as a social outcast are those that have gone bankrupt. There the Presbyterian asks advice of the Anabaptist, and the Anglican depends on the Quaker’s word.  After business hours some withdraw to the synagogue, and others to take a drink at the tavern, while one man goes to be baptized in a great tub.  No matter what, though, all of them are satisfied and happy.
  If one religion only were allowed in England, the Government would very possibly become arbitrary and attack the freedoms of whoever did not follow the one religion; if there were two, the people would cut one another’s throats; but since there are so many, they all live happy and in peace.
Questions:

1. Main points: summarize or paraphrase the italicized and underlined text.  
2. What is the Royal Stock Exchange?  How does it compare to Wall Street in America? 

3. In what ways would a stock exchange “trade stocks and invest for the good of mankind”?
Enlightenment in Action – Adam Smith
Adam Smith was a Scottish moral philosopher and a pioneer of political economy. Smith was one of the major figures of the Scottish Enlightenment, and the writer of two classic works: The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) and An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776). In his work Smith argues that individual self-interest indirectly promotes the good of society. In business the self-interest of a company would encourage competition in the free market and benefit society by keeping prices low.
Selections from Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations (1776)

On how the market works:

The sole purpose of all production is to provide the best possible goods to the consumer at the lowest possible price. Society should assist producers of goods and services only to the extent that assisting them benefits the consumer… he intends his own gain; and he is in this, as in many other cases led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was no part of his intention … By pursing his own interest, he frequently promotes that of society.
Questions: 

1. According to Adam Smith, what motivates consumers?

2. According to Smith, what should guide the economy?

On the Role of Government in the Economy:
There are three orders [of people] in society – those who live by rent, by labour and by profit. Employers constitute the third order… the proposal of any new law by this group, or regulation which come from this group should always be listened to with the greatest precaution and should never be adopted until after having been long and carefully examined… with the most suspicious attention. It comes from an order of men whose interest is never exactly the same with that of the public, who have generally an interest to deceive and even oppress the public… 

Wherever there is great property there is great inequality. Civil government, so far as it is [created] for the security of property, is in reality, [created] for the defense of the rich against the porr, or of those who have some property against those who have none at all…

Perfect liberty can never happen if government [listens to] or is entrusted to [employers]… the monopolizing spirit of merchants and manufacturers who neither are, nor ought to be the rulers of mankind. 
Questions: 

3. According to Smith, what is the reason for government? 
Enlightenment in Action - Jefferson

In 1776 a bunch of Americans decided to declare independence from England.  They set down to write a formal document to the king in order to explain their reasoning (not like this was going to convince him, though).  This document has some clear connections to the Enlightenment…

Selections from Thomas Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence” (1776)

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve  the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.  That whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries…

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature…

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

Questions:
1) How many Enlightenment ideals and thinkers can you see at work here?  CITE PASSAGES

Thinker


Idea



Passage in Declaration




 All men are equal

